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from hungry Democrats after sixteen years on the side lines, he didn't
throw overboard a single career chief of mission.
THE EMPRESS BEARS A SON
December 23, 1933
Alice awoke me punctually at 7, saying "It's the siren." Sure enough,
the siren was blowing to announce the birth of the Imperial babe,
one minute if a girl, and two minutes, with a ten-second interval,
if a boy. I waited eagerly through that ten-second interval, and
when the second blast shrieked out, we were happy, for only those
who have lived in Japan can realize all that this means.
PORTRAIT OF A NAZI DIPLOMAT
December 28, 1933
The new German Ambassador came to call. He arrives fresh from
Moscow, where he seems to have heard of us from the Polychroniades.
He is very tall, with a high bald dome of a head and a hatchet-shaped
face, the typical Junker, so that one expects the customary stentorian
voice and is surprised at his effeminate handshake and high, gentle
tone. With typical Prussian methods he started off by sending Knoll,
of the German Embassy, to The Japan Advertiser to say that he didn't
like the tone of some of their articles about Germany and that this
must change. As a matter of fact, Fleisher has carefully avoided all
editorial comment on Hitlerism, because he didn't want to cause
ructions in the German element of the rather compact foreign com-
munity here, and has confined himself to publishing merely the press
telegrams, which are not always very complimentary to Hitler.
When he asked Knoll what the Ambassador would do if the Advertiser
didn't change its tone, Knoll replied that the Ambassador would
report it to Berlin, Horrible threat!
Wilfrid Fleisher told me that when he described the incident to
his father and asked him what he would have done, the latter replied
that he would have thrown Knoll out of the office. In her initial
press interview in the Advertiser, which all newly arrived chefesses de
mission are accustomed to give to Esther Crane, the Ambassadress
is reported to have said that she expected very quickly to under-
stand the Japanese " because we Germans are unusually sensitive
to foreign psychology.5* Alas, that is one of their greatest weaknesses,
as witness their misjudgment of Belgian, British, and finally of
American psychology during the last war. Among the messages
given to Nichi Nichi by the various ambassadors and ministers on
the birtji of the Crown Prince, the Ambassador is quoted as saying :
" Upon hearing the news of the birth of the Crown Prince, I wish
to express my hearty congratulations. So soon upon my arrival at
my post, / consider it a personal honour to me." It really was very kind
of the Empress to welcome him so cordially.

